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December 20, 2016 
 
 
Dear Michael Mondor, 
 
The Navy League of Canada was founded in 1895 with the primary goal of promoting and 
educating the public on maritime affairs throughout Canada to ensure adequate naval defence. 
Drawing support from communities within towns and cities, the society was comprised of 
members from all walks of life interested in the issues of maritime trade and naval defence.  
 
The Navy League’s role became imminent throughout both World Wars. Continued efforts in 
support of naval defence helped the government when it was forming Canada’s naval policy and 
established the Canadian Naval Service (now known as the Royal Canadian Navy) in 1910. 
Training became the main purpose for the existence of many local Branches during the 
Depression. The League’s activities expanded to include the recruitment of Naval and Merchant 
Navy personnel, the operation of hostels for seafaring personnel, and the rehabilitation of Naval 
Veterans in its final stages. The Navy League considered itself the “nursery of Seamen” for the 
RCN, with a total of 24 fully operational hostels in various ports—Louisberg’s Navy League 
Building served as a safe haven for many seamen and members of the Canadian Armed Forces.   
 
We are honoured and delighted that you have taken on the Navy League’s Navy Hut restoration 
project, as this building has deep roots connected to not only the Navy League’s history, but to 
Canada’s history. The support that you have received from Senator Michael MacDonald and 
Premier Stephen McNeil is a true testament to this building’s value, both historically and socially. 
The Navy League of Canada stands firmly behind this project and fully supports this ambitious 
endeavour. We wish you the best of luck in the approval process and look forward to updates on 
the restoration project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

David Yates 
National President 
The Navy League of Canada 


